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(57) ABSTRACT
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plate materials by a rivet shaft portion of a SPR, forming a
crimp portion at the front end of the rivet shaft portion, and
fastening and joining the laminated plate materials between
the rivet head portion and the crimp portion. Washers are
laid on and brought into contact with respective opposite
surfaces relative to joining surfaces of the laminated plate
materials, the washers each having an inner hole through
which the rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass, the washers
are used as jigs at the time of the punching, the punching by
means of the rivet shaft portion is performed along the inner
holes of the washers, and the joining is performed so that the
washers left between the rivet head and the crimp portion
and the opposite surfaces.
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1
SUBSTRATE JOINING METHOD USING
RIVET, AND JOINING STRUCTURE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a substrate joining
method using a rivet and a joining structure, for punching
and joining laminated plate materials, thin plate materials or
the like by means of the rivet.

BACKGROUND ART

Carbon fiber reinforced plastic (CFRP) is superior in
terms of specific rigidity, specific strength, fatigue property,
and corrosive property compared with metal, and is exam-
ined to be applied to structural members of automobiles or
the like for the sake of weight reduction.

However, there is no method of joining in a short time
with ease like spot welding for the metal. This is one of
factors to frustrate the weight reduction due to the material
substitution.

In this regard, adhesive joining is generally used to join
laminated plate materials made of CFRP.

However, there are problems such that an adhesive
requires a long time to be hardened in view of productivity
in the automobile industry, and joining surfaces require to be
processed and cleaned to result in high cost.

Further, there is a problem in heat resistance, influence of
moisture absorbent, weakness under cool environment or
fast deformation, and the like.

On the other hand, as mechanical joining, rivet joining is
used.

However, there are problems such that it requires a long
time for a hole making process, and a tool becomes worn
early compared with that for metal or the like.

From such a situation, a joining method capable of being
carried out in a short time at low cost is highly demanded.

As a conventional joining method in this kind, there is one
described in Patent Document 1.

This joining method of Patent Document 3 uses a self-
piercing rivet (SPR) that has a rivet head and a hollow rivet
body opened at a front end face, to fasten two FRP plates laid
one on another.

Namely, a metal plate is brought into firmly contact with
a portion of one FRP plate to be fastened, and then the
self-piercing rivet (SPR) is driven into both the FRP plates
from a portion of the other FRP plate to be fastened so that
the rivet head is brought into firmly contact with the portion
of the other FRP plate to be fastened. Further, an annular
front end of the rivet body that pierces both the FRP plates
is put to biting the metal plate and radially expanding. In this
way, the FRP plates are joined together between the rivet
head and the metal plate.

However, the method drives the rivet body into the metal
plate and plastically deforms the metal plate, so that the FRP
plates may be separated from each other and get cracked
around the rivet body according to the plastic deformation.
Therefore, this method has little or no readability and Patent
Document 1 has been deemed to be withdrawn.

Further, not only when joining the FRP plates but also
when joining thin metal plates or the like, separation may be
caused between joining surfaces by driving the rivet body.
This is the broadly possible problem in joining laminated
plate materials, thin plate materials, or the like by driving a
rivet.

Additionally, the joining by driving a rivet may perform
spin crimping other than use of the SPR. That is not
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2

necessarily possible problem in only the SPR and is the
broadly possible problem in joining by driving a rivet.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

PATENT DOCUMENT 1:JP 2005-69451 A

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The problem to be solved by the invention is a fact that
joining plate materials by driving a rivet causes the plate
materials to be separated from each other or get cracked.

The present invention provides a joining method of plate
materials using a rivet, capable of joining the plate materials
by driving the rivet while suppressing separation or cracks.
The joining method is characterized by punching respective
plate materials that are laid one on another with joining
surfaces being in contact with each other by a rivet shaft
portion of a rivet that includes a rivet head portion and the
rivet shaft portion, forming a crimp portion at a front end of
the rivet shaft portion, and fastening and joining the plate
materials between the rivet head portion and the crimp
portion, wherein a flat plate seat member is laid on and
brought into contact with at least one of opposite surfaces
relative to the joining surfaces of the respective plate mate-
rials, the seat member having an inner hole through which
the rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass, the seat member is
used as a supporting jig at the time of the punching to apply
a clamping force between the plate materials, the punching
by means of the rivet shaft portion is performed along the
inner hole of the seat member, and the joining is performed
so that the seat member is left between the rivet head portion
or the crimp portion and said at least one of the opposite
surfaces.

The present invention provides a joining structure of plate
materials using a rivet. The joining structure is characterized
by plate materials laid one on another with joining surfaces
being in contact with each other, a flat plate seat member laid
on and brought into contact with at least one of opposite
surfaces relative to the joining surfaces of the respective
plate materials, the seat member having an inner hole, a rivet
including a rivet head portion and a rivet shaft portion,
wherein the rivet shaft portion has a crimp portion at a front
end thereof punching and piercing the inner hole of the seat
member and the respective plate materials, and the seat
member is interposed between the crimp portion or the rivet
head portion and said at least one of the opposite surfaces to
fasten and join the respective plate materials.

The joining method of the plate materials using the rivet
according to the present invention, because of the above-
mentioned means, uses the seat member having the inner
hole as a jig at the time of the punching, to surely carry out
the punching by means of the rivet and suppress stress
concentration and the like generated in the plate materials by
the rivet. This suppresses separation or cracks of the plate
materials at the time of the punching.

After the joining, the seat member is left to prevent
progress of separation or cracks that may be generated
around a pierced portion by means of the rivet.

The joining structure of the plate materials using the rivet
according to the present invention, because of the above-
mentioned means, prevents progress of separation or cracks
that may be generated around a pierced portion by means of
the rivet after the fastening and the joining.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of a joining structure of plate
materials;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of a self-piercing rivet;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of a washer;

FIGS. 4(A) to (E) are sectional views illustrating a joining
process in which FIG. 4(A) is a waiting step, FIG. 4(B) a
punching start step, FIG. 4(C) a punching middle step, FIG.
4(D) a punching finish step, and FIG. 4(E) a state after
joining;

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating fastening force
in a joining state;

FIGS. 6(A) and (B) are sectional observation photographs
in which FIG. 6(A) is a case with washers and FIG. 6(B) a
case without washers;

FIG. 7(A) is a C-scan image of a CFRP on a rivet head
portion side after punching and FIG. 7(B) is an external
photograph of the same;

FIG. 8(A) is a C-scan image of a CFRP on a crimp portion
side after punching and FIG. 8(B) is an external photograph
of the same;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view illustrating a joining structure
of plate materials;

FIGS. 10(A) and (B) are sectional views illustrating
joining structures of plate materials of a modification
according to Embodiment 1 and a comparative example;

FIGS. 11(A) and (B) are sectional views illustrating
self-piercing rivets according to modifications;

FIGS. 12(A) to (F) are sectional views illustrating a
joining process in which (A) is a waiting step, (B) a
punching start step, (C) a punching step, (D) a crimp waiting
step, (E) a crimping step, and (F) a state after joining;

FIG. 13 is a sectional view illustrating a joining structure
of plate materials;

FIG. 14 is a sectional view illustrating a joining structure
of plate materials;

FIG. 15 is a sectional view illustrating a first joining
apparatus in the punching step of the joining process; and

FIG. 16 is a sectional view illustrating a second joining
apparatus in the crimping step of the joining process.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

The object that is to be able to join plate materials by
driving a rivet while suppressing separation or cracks is
achieved by laying flat plate washers having inner holes
through which a rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass on
respective opposite surfaces relative to joining surfaces of
laminated plate materials and bringing them into contact
therewith, applying a clamping force between the laminated
plate materials using the washers as supporting jigs at the
time of punching, performing the punching by means of a
rivet shaft portion along the inner holes of the washers, and
performing the joining while leaving the washers between
the opposite surfaces and a rivet head portion and the crimp
portion.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of a joining structure of plate
materials. In addition, top and bottom, and left and right are
hereinafter assumed as top and bottom, and left and right at
the time of punching and joining processes by means of a
self-piercing rivet (SPR).
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The joining structure of the plate materials uses laminated
plate materials 1 and 3 made of, for example, carbon fiber
reinforced plastic (CFRP) as plate materials that are fastened
and joined together by a SPR 5 through washers 7 and 9 as
top and bottom seat members.

The laminated plate materials 1 and 3 are laid one on
another with joining surfaces 11 and 13 being in contact with
each other, and the washers 7 and 9 are arranged in contact
with respective opposite surfaces 27 and 29 relative to the
joining surfaces of the plate materials 1 and 3. The washers
7 and 9 each are a doughnut-shaped flat plate having an inner
hole 31.

The SPR 5 as the rivet has a rivet, head portion 19 and a
rivet shaft portion 15. The rivet shaft portion 15 has a crimp
portion 17 at a front end thereof punching and piercing the
inner holes 31 of the washers 7 and 9 and the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3.

The washers 7 and 9 are interposed between the opposite
surfaces 27 and 29 and the rivet head portion 19 and the
crimp portion 17, to fasten and join the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3.

In addition, the plate materials are not limited to the
laminated plate materials. It is applicable to the thin plate
materials so that it prevents separation of joining surfaces
and the like.

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the self-piercing rivet.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the SPR 5 is made of
SCM435 in this embodiment and has the rivet head portion
19 and the rivet shaft portion 15. Between a bottom surface
of the rivet head portion 19 and a circumferential surface of
the rivet shaft portion 15, a curve R is provided in this
embodiment depending on working accuracy.

The rivet shaft portion 15 is a hollow shape opened at the
front end, a front end inner diameter portion 23 is expanded
and opened in the form of a tapered hole, and a back side
inner diameter portion 25 has an uniform diameter. In
addition, the hollow shape of the rivet shaft portion 15 may
be a gradually-tapered hole shape as a whole, as long as the
front end inner diameter portion 23 is expanded and opened
in the form of the tapered hole.

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the washer.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the washers 7 and 9, in this
embodiment, each are made of metal such as S45C and
formed in the doughnut-shaped flat plate as a flat plate. The
washer 7 is left between the rivet head portion 19 and the
opposite surface 27 of the laminated plate material 1 and the
washer 9 is left between the crimp portion 17 and the
opposite surface 29 of the laminated plate material 3.

The washers 7 and 9, in this embodiment, are formed in
the same sectional shape. The washer 7 will be explained.
The washer 7 has the inner hole 31 into which the rivet shaft
portion 15 of the SPR 5 is inserted. The inner hole 31 has an
inner diameter equal to an outer diameter of the rivet shaft
portion 15. With this setting of the diameters, a fastening
force and a below-mentioned clamping force are applied up
to a circumferential range corresponding to the outer diam-
eter of the rivet shaft portion 15.

For this, it is preferable to minimize a clearance between
the outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion 15 and the inner
diameter of the inner hole 33 as much as possible. However,
it is possible to enlarge the clearance according to demand.

At an edge of the hole 31 on the rivet, head portion 19
side, a chamfered portion 33 is formed. The chamfered
portion 33 avoids a contact with the curve R of the SPR 5§
to prevent stress concentration. Instead, the chamfered por-
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tion 33 may be a curve to avoid the contact. This chamfered
portion 33 allows the aforementioned clearance to be mini-
mized as much as possible.

At an edge of the opposite surface 27 of the laminated
plate material 1 in the inner hole 31, a corner portion 35 is
formed with a right angle in a cross section. The corner
portion 35 is for applying the fastening force and the
below-mentioned clamping force with respect to the lami-
nated plate material 1 up to the inner diameter of the inner
hole 31.

An outer diameter of the washer 7 may be put closer to an
outer diameter of the rivet head portion 19 to reduce the
amount of a radial protrusion or may be larger to increase the
amount of a radial protrusion, as long as the clamping force
is transmitted when the clamping force is applied by a
below-mentioned holding jig and punch. If the radial pro-
trusion is minimized as much as possible, a contact pressure
of the washer 7 with respect to the laminated plate material
1 is increased. If the same is larger, the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3 are prevented from bending deformation
and progress of damage.

When punching as mentioned below, the outer diameter of
the washer 7 is similarly selectable even in a case where a
clamping force is not applied.

In a case of the washer 9, the chamfered portion 33 is on
the crimp portion 17 side to absorb a contact with the crimp
portion 17. Similarly, the corner portion 35 is on the opposite
surface 29 side of the laminated plate material 3 for applying
the fastening force and the below-mentioned clamping force
with respect to the plate material 3 up to the inner diameter
of the inner hole 31.

The outer diameter 9 of the washer 9 is selectable from
small to large, similar to the washer 7.

In addition, the washers 7 and 9 may be made of different
materials, formed in different shapes, and have different
inner and outer diameters and thicknesses. The seat member
may be made of resin having a hardness that is set so as to
demonstrate the fastening force and the below-mentioned
clamping force with respect to the laminated plate materials
1 and 3. This seat member made of the resin has an
advantage that the inner hole 31 side is scraped off if a
misalignment is caused between the rivet shaft portion 15
and the inner hole 31, thereby allowing the seat member to
its function directly.

This resin seat member may be made of a resin having a
hardness that is set so as to demonstrate the fastening force
with respect to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 even if
the clamping force is not applied at the time of the punching.

FIG. 4 shows sectional views illustrating a joining process
in which (A) is a waiting step, (B) a punching start step, (C)
a punching middle step, (D) a punching finish step, and (E)
a state after joining.

In the joining process of FIG. 4, a joining apparatus 39 is
used. The joining apparatus 39 has an upper holding jig 43
and a lower punch 43. The holding jig 41 is a hollow shape
and has a stem 45 that is movable up and down inside the
holding jig, and a washer support recessed portion 47 is
formed at a bottom end of the holding jig. The punch 43 has
a washer support recessed portion 49 formed on a top
surface thereof and a crimping guide portion 51 formed at a
central portion.

The joining process is performed step by step through a
sequence of the waiting step S1, the punching start step S2,
the punching middle step S3, and the punching finish step S4
of FIGS. 4(A) to (D).

In the waiting step S1 of FIG. 4(A) before the punching,
the washers 7 and 9 are arranged on and brought into contact
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with the opposite surfaces 27 and 29 of the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3 that are laid one on another with the joining
surfaces 11 and 33 being brought into contact with each
other, the washer 7 is positioned on the washer support
recessed portion 47 of the holding jig 43, and the washer 9
is positioned on the washer support recessed portion 49 of
the punch 43.

In this state, a pushing force is applied from the holding
jig 43 for example, thereby to apply the clamping force
between the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 through the
washer 7 and 9 that are the supporting jigs at the time of the
punching.

In addition, the clamping force may not be applied
between the laminated plate materials 5 and 3 through the
washers 7 and 9 and may perform the punching of the next
step. In this case, a vertical position of a top surface of the
washer 7 is detected and a descent position of the holding jig
41 is positioned on the brink of contacting with the washer
7.

In the punching start step S2 of FIG. 4(B), the punching
by means of the rivet shaft portion 15 is performed along the
inner holes 31 of the washers 7 and 9. The SPR 5 descends
following a descent of the stem 45 so that the front end of
the rivet shaft portion 15 plunges into the inner hole 31 of
the washer 7 and is brought, into contact with the opposite
surface 27 of the laminated plate material 1.

At this time, since the washer 7 is positioned with the
washer support recessed portion 47 of the holding jig 41 and
the SPR 5 is coaxially supported inside the holding jig 41,
a center of the inner hole 31 of the washer 7 and a shaft
center of the rivet shaft portion 15 are easily aligned with
each other, to surely punch the laminated plate materials 1
and 3 by means of the rivet shaft portion 15 aligned with the
inner hole 31.

When the SPR 5 further descends, the rivet shaft portion
15 performs a punching operation in a blink in the clamped
state with the washers 7 and 9. At this time, the laminated
plate materials 1 and 3 is the precision clamped state with
the washers 7 and 9, the laminated plate materials 1 and 3
are smoothly sheared due to the clamped state.

When the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15 plunges
into the inner hole 31 of the washer 7, the front end of the
rivet shaft portion 15 is guided by the chamfered portion 33
of the washer 7 to accurately plunge into the inner hole 31
even if the rivet shaft portion 15 is slightly deviated from the
inner hole 31 of the washer 7.

In the punching middle step S3 of FIG. 4(C), the rivet
shaft portion 15 punches the laminated plate materials 1 and
3 while relatively guided by the inner hole 31 of the washer
7. A punch waste 53 is accommodated inside the hollow of
the rivet shaft portion 15.

In the punching finish step S4 of FIG. 4(D), the front end
inner diameter portion 23 of the rivet shaft portion 15 is
crimped and guided by the crimping guide portion 51 of the
punch 43, thereby forming the crimp portion 17.

At the time of the punching, since an impact force of the
rivet head portion 19 is received by the washer 7 as a
receiving jig, the laminated plate material 1 is prevented
from damage. In particular, since the chamfered portion 33
of the washer 7 avoids a contact with the curve R of the SPR
5, it avoids stress concentration to surely perform the
punching.

Since the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15 that is
crimped, guided, and curled is received by the washer 9 as
areceiving jig, the opposite surface 29 of the laminated plate
material 3 never receives scoring force that may occur by the
front end directly contacting with a spot. The fastening due
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to the crimp portion 17 is sufficiently performed without
damage of the laminated plate materials 1 and 3.

Therefore, by driving the SPR 5 in a blink according to
FIGS. 4(A) to (D), the fastening and joining of the laminated
plate materials 1 and 3 using the SPR 5 is completed like
spot welding while suppressing generation of separation
between the layers, cracks and the like. It realizes the
application of the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 to a
mass-produced automobile and the like through automati-
zation of the fastening and joining.

In this way, the washers 7 and 9 as the supporting jigs
applying the clamping force are left between the rivet head
portion 39 and the opposite surface 27 and between the
crimp portion 17 and the opposite surface 29 as it is as
illustrated in FIG. 4(E), thereby functioning the washers 7
and 9 that keep the fastening force.

In addition, a hollow punch may be used instead of the
punch 43 in the waiting step S1, punching start step S2, and
punching middle step S3 of FIGS. 4(A) to (C), to discharge
the punch waste 53 from a hollow outlet hole. In this case,
the punching finish step S4 of FIG. 4(D) replaces the hollow
punch with the punch 43 having the crimping guide portion
51 to form the crimp portion 17.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating fastening force
in the joining state.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, in the joining state, the fastening
force is applied up to the outer diameter range of the rivet
shaft portion 15 through the washers 7 and 9, thereby
suppressing separation 37 between the layers of the lami-
nated plate materials 1 and 3.

FIG. 6(A) is a sectional observation photograph with
washers and (B) is a sectional observation photograph
without washers.

FIG. 6(A) shows the sectional observation photograph in
which the joining is performed through the steps of FIG. 4
according to the embodiment 1. As is apparent from this
sectional observation photograph, although a separation is
slightly generated, a measure of the separation is smaller
than the diameter of the rivet head portion 19 of the SPR 5.

On the other hand, in a comparative example of FIG. 6(B)
without use of washers as supporting jigs, a large separation
is caused in the laminated plates 1 and 3 and the amount of
a progress of the separation is also large.

From this, by the joining method and joining structure of
the plate materials using the rivet according to the embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention, the separation generated on
the laminated plate materials (CFRP) 1 and 3 is considerably
suppressed so that the laminated plate materials are suffi-
ciently adapted to actual use.

When a fatigue test is conducted with a maximum load of
about 60 percents of a tensile strength of a joint, the number
of repetitions up to fracture is 8 hundred thousand to 1
million. In view of this, it is possible to sufficiently adapt the
laminated plate materials to actual use.

In this test, unidirectional prepreg sheets (T800SC/#2592,
Toray Industries. Inc.) are used as the materials. A laminated
structure is quasi-isotropic of [452/0,/-452/90,], and is
formed by an autoclave process. After the formation, a piece
with a length of 135 mm and a width of 36 mm is cut oftf with
use of a diamond cutter. A thickness is 1.6 mm.

A shape of the test piece of a single-lap joint used in the
fatigue test is based on ASTM D5961/DS 961M-05.

The fatigue test is conducted with use of a hydraulic
fatigue tester (8801 INSTRON). A stress ratio is set R=0.1,
and a maximum load omax is set 4.4 KN of about 60
percents or 3.2 KN of about 40 percents of a tensile strength
of a joint. A frequency for the test is 2 KHz.
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FIG. 7(A) is a C-scan image of a laminated material
(CFRP) on a rivet head portion side after punching and (B)
is an external photograph of the same. FIG. 8(A) is a C-scan
image of a CFRP on a crimp portion side after punching and
(B) is an external photograph of the same.

For the embodiment 1 of the present invention, the SPR
5 is removed after completion of the steps in FIG. 4 and the
C-scan image of separation in the vicinity of a pierced
portion 55 is obtained with use of a supersonic flaw detector
(SDS-5400R JAPAN KRAUTKRAMER). In FIGS. 7 and 8,
continuous lines indicate diameters of the pierced portions
and dotted lines indicate diameters of the washers.

As illustrated in FIGS. 7(A) and (B), there is little
separation on the laminated plate material (CFPR) on the
rivet head portion side (driving side).

As illustrated in FIGS. 8(A) and (B), there is a little
separation on the laminated plate material (CFPR) on the
crimp portion side (drawing side).

However, these separations are generated only in the
vicinity of the pierced portion and are considerably smaller
than the diameters of the washers. In addition, according to
a visual observation, it can merely see a pressed mark due
to the washer on the rivet head portion side and a little
whitened portion in the vicinity of the pierced portion.

The joining method according to the embodiment 1 of the
present invention includes punching respective laminated
plate materials 1 and 3 (CFRP) that are laid one on another
with the joining surfaces 11 and 13 being in contact with
each other by the rivet shaft portion 15 of the SPR 5 that
includes the rivet head portion 19 and the rivet shaft portion
15, forming the crimp portion 17 at the front end of the rivet
shaft portion 15, and fastening and joining the laminated
plate materials (CFRP) 1 and 3 between the rivet head
portion 19 and the crimp portion 37. The flat plate washers
7 and 9 are laid on and brought into contact with the
respective opposite surfaces 27 and 29 relative to the joining
surfaces of the laminated plate materials (CFRP) 1 and 3, the
washers 7 and 9 each having the inner hole 31 through which
the rivet shaft portion 15 is allowed to pass, the washers 7
and 9 apply the clamping force between the laminated plate
materials (CFRP) 1 and 3 as the supporting jigs at the time
of the punching, the punching by means of the rivet shaft
portion 15 is performed along the inner holes 31 of the
washers 7 and 9, and the joining is performed so that the
washers 7 and 9 left between the rivet head 19 or the crimp
portion 17 and the opposite surfaces 27 and 29.

Accordingly, the washers 7 and 9 function as the support-
ing jigs with extremely high accuracy at the time of the
punching with use of the rivet shaft portion 15. Further, if the
outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion 15 is changed, the
washers 7 and 9 having the inner holes 31 that match said
outer diameter only have to be used. It is possible to flexibly
adapt to design change.

Then, it considerably suppresses separation or cracks
generated on the laminated plate materials (CFRP) 1 and 3
even if the punching and joining is conducted using the SPR
5 so that the laminated plate materials are sufficiently
adapted to actual use.

In addition, in a case where the washers 7 and 9 are seat
members made of resin, the seat members are set so that,
while each having a hardness to demonstrate the sufficient
clamping force, the inner hole side of the seat members are
scraped off if the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15
interferes with the inner holes 31, thereby allowing the rivet
shaft portion 15 and the resin seat members to be roughly
aligned on some level.
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When driving the rivet in the presence of the washers 7
and 9, in particular chamfered portion 33 and the corner
portion 35, it suppresses generation of separation, cracks,
and the like around the pierced portion 55 of the laminated
plate materials 1 and 3 on the periphery of the rivet shaft
portion 15.

Namely, the inner diameter of the inner hole 31 is close
to the outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion 15 as much as
possible to extremely minimize the clearance therebetween
as mentioned above, the clamping force is applied up to the
inner diameter of the inner hole 31 through the operation of
the corner portion 35, and the rivet shaft portion 15 punches
the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 in a blink in this
application state of the clamping force. Accordingly, it
suppresses separation between the layers, cracks, and the
like.

Further, as the joining structure, the washers 7 and 9 as the
supporting jigs applying the clamping force are left as it is
as illustrated in FIG. 4(E), thereby functioning as the wash-
ers 7 and 9 to keep the fastening force.

Accordingly, it also increases in durability, and it is
possible to be sufficiently adapted to actual use as the
number of repetitions up to fracture is 8 hundred thousand
to 1 million according to the fatigue test.

FIG. 9 is a sectional view illustrating a joining structure
of plate materials according to a modification.

In FIG. 9, the rivet head portion 19A of the SPR 5A is
formed in a saucer shape, Therefore, the washer 7A left
between the rivet head portion 19A and the opposite surface
27 has a recessed portion 57 on a surface on the rivet head
portion 19A side to avoid an interfere with the rivet head
portion 19A.

Therefore, it avoids stress concentration, and puts the
washer 7A and an outer surface of the rivet head portion 19A
flush with each other so that an entire height after the joining
is reduced.

FIGS. 10(A) and (B) are sectional views illustrating
joining structures of plate materials of a modification
according to Embodiment 1 and a comparative example.

In FIG. 10(A), only the washer 9 is used on the crimp
portion 17 side of the SPR 5B and no washer is used on the
rivet head portion 19B side. At a portion 60 between the
bottom surface of the rivet head portion 19B and the
circumferential surface of the rivet shaft portion 15B, it
avoids stress concentration with respect to the laminated
plate material (CFRP) 3 without a curve.

As illustrated in FIG. 10(B), in a case where no washer is
used, a front end outer periphery of a rive shaft portion 35
curled by crimping and guiding interferes with and damages
the laminated plate material 3 as an encircled part.

Therefore, even if only the washer 9 is used as illustrated
in FIG. 10(A), it can expect an effect in view of preventing
damage of the laminated plate material 3 due to the crimp-
ing.

Further, in the punching step, the washer 9 is used as the
supporting jig as mentioned above, so that the clamping
force is applied to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3
through the washer 9.

After completion of the joining, the fastening force is
applied to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 between the
rivet head portion 39B and the washer 9.

Therefore, it provides the same effects even if only the
washer 9 is used.

In addition, the washer 9 may not be used and the washer
7 may be used between the rivet head portion 19B and the
opposite surface 27. Even in this case, in the punching step,
the washer 7 (See FIG. 1 and FIG. 4) is used as the
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supporting jig as mentioned above, and the clamping force
is applied between the laminated plate materials 1 and 3
through the washer 7 (See FIG. 1 and FIG. 4).

After completion of the joining, the fastening force is
applied to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 between the
rivet head portion 19B and the washer 7 (See FIG. 1 and
FIG. 4).

FIGS. 11(A) and (B) are sectional views illustrating
self-piercing rivets according to modifications.

In FIG. 11(A), a recessed portion 59 is formed on the
outer periphery of the SPR 5C and is coated with a flexible
resin 61. The flexible resin 61 is led up to the rivet head
portion 19C and no curve is provided between the bottom
surface of the rivet head portion 19C and the circumferential
surface of the rivet shaft portion 15C.

In this modification of the SPR 5C, the flexible resin 61
absorbs a contact with the laminated plate materials 1 and 3
due to thermal expansion or at the time of impact.

Further, since no curve is provided, it allows the cham-
fered portion 33 of the washer 7 to be omitted.

In FIG. 11(B), a recessed portion 63 is formed on the outer
periphery of the SPR 5D and is coated with a flexible resin
65. The flexible resin 65 is formed only on the rivet shaft
portion 15D and the curve is provided between the bottom
surface of the rivet head portion 19D and the circumferential
surface of the rive shaft portion 15D. In addition, in the
hollow shape of the rivet shaft portion 15D, the entire inner
diameter portion 23D including the front end inner diameter
portion is shaped into a gradually-tapered hole.

In this modification, the flexible resin 65 absorbs a contact
with the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 due to thermal
expansion or at the time of impact.

Embodiment 2

FIG. 12 shows sectional views illustrating a joining
process in which (A) is a waiting step, (B) a punching start
step, (C) a punching step, (D) a crimp waiting step, (E) a
crimping step, and (F) a state after joining.

In a joining method and joining structure of plate mate-
rials using a rivet according to this embodiment 2, a rivet
shaft portion 15E of a SPR 5D is solid and crimping of the
rivet shaft portion 15E is press-crimping or spin-crimping.
At an outer periphery of a front edge of the rivet shaft
portion 15E is C-chamfered. The C-chamfering may be
omitted.

The joining process of FIG. 12 uses a joining apparatus
67. In the joining apparatus 67, a lower punch 69 is changed
with respect to the joining apparatus 39 of FIG. 4 and a press
punch (or rotary punch) 71 for crimping is used as a
replacement for the lower punch 69.

The punch 69 is a hollow shape, has a washer support
recessed portion 49 formed on a top surface thereof, and has
an outlet hole 71 for a punch waste 53 formed at a central
portion thereof.

The joining process is performed step by step through a
sequence of the waiting step S11, the punching start step
S12, the punching step S13, the crimp waiting step S14, and
the crimping step S15 of FIGS. 12(A) to (E).

The waiting step S11 to the punching step S13 of FIGS.
12(A) to (C) approximately correspond to the waiting step
S1 before punching to the punching middle step S3 of FIGS.
4(A) to (C).

However, in the embodiment 2, the rivet shaft portion 15E
is solid so that the punch waste 33 is discharged through the
outlet hole 71 of the punch 69.
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In the crimp waiting step S14 of FIG. 12(D), the punch 69
is replaced with the press punch (or rotary punch) 71 so as
to be positioned opposite to the rivet shaft portion 15E after
the punching.

The crimp waiting step S15 of FIG. 12(E), the press punch
(or rotary punch) is ascended (or ascended while rotating) to
crimp the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15E and form
a crimp portion 17E.

In this way, the washers 7 and 9 applying the clamping
force as the supporting jigs are left between the rivet head
portion 19 and the opposite surface 27 and between the
crimp portion 17E and the opposite surface 29 as it is to
function as the washers 7 and 9 that keep the fastening force.

In the case of the joining method of the embodiment 2, it
is not as easy as the embodiment 1, but it is suitable for
airplanes and the like that require fastening with higher
strength and certainty.

Additionally, the present embodiment provide the same
effects as those of the aforementioned embodiment.

Embodiment 3

FIGS. 13 and 14 are sectional views illustrating a joining
structure of plate materials according to the embodiment 3.
The basic structure is the same as that, of the embodiment
1, and therefore, the same parts are represented with the
same reference numerals and corresponding parts are rep-
resented with the same reference numerals with “F” to omit
a duplicative explanation.

The joining structure of FIG. 13 uses, for example, a
metal plate 3F and a laminated plate material 3 made of
carbon fiber reinforced plastic (CFRP) as plate materials
joined and fastened together using a SPR 5F through a
washer 9 as a bottom seat member. As the metal plate 1F, a
steel panel, stainless steel panel, duralumin panel, aluminum
alloy panel may be used, but the material is not limited
thereto. In addition, a washer as a top seat member on the
metal plate 1F side may be concurrently used.

The joining structure of FIG. 14 uses, for example, a
laminated plate material 1 made of carbon fiber reinforced
plastic (CFRP) and a metal plate 3F as plate materials joined
and fastened together using a SPR SF through a washer 7 as
a top seat member. The material of the metal plate 3F is not
limited similar to the metal plate 1F. In addition, a washer as
a bottom seat member on the metal plate 3F side may be
concurrently used.

Both the examples of FIGS. 13 and 14 may use the SPR
5A, 5B, 5C and 5D of FIGS. 9, 10 and 11.

The present embodiment also conducts the joining
through the joining process of FIG. 4 or FIG. 12. In a case
where the joining process of FIG. 4 is applied, it is important
that a back side inner diameter portion 25F of the SPR 5F is
enlarged as much as possible so that a punched metal part is
smoothly accommodated inside the back side inner diameter
portion 25F.

At the time of the punching by means of the SPR 5F, in
the example of FIG. 13, a joining surface 11F of the metal
plate 1F functions as a supporting jig with respect to a
joining surface 13 of the laminated plate material 3. In the
example of FIG. 14, a joining surface 13F of the metal plate
3F functions as a supporting jig with respect to a joining
surface 11 of the laminated plate material 1.

In the example of FIG. 14, if the SPR 5B or 5C of FIG.
10 or 11 is employed, the washer 7 becomes unnecessary.

In this embodiment, a joining process as illustrated in
FIGS. 15 and 16 may be employed. In this joining process,
first and second joining apparatuses 73 and 75 are used.
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The first joining apparatus 73 is to conduct the punching
process and has a work holding member 77 and a lower
mold 79. The holding member 77 is a hollow shape and an
inner hole 77a thereof has an inner diameter equal to outer
diameters of a stem (not illustrated) and a rivet head portion
19F of the SPR SF. An inner hole 79a of the lower mold 79
has an inner diameter equal to the rivet shaft portion 15F so
that it applies a contact pressure with respect to the lami-
nated plate material 3 up to the vicinity of a pierced hole by
means of the rivet shaft portion 15F.

The second joining apparatus 75 has a curl punch 83 and
a lower mold 83. The curl punch 81 has a recessed portion
81a at a front end thereof for forming a crimp portion 17F
of'the SPR 5F. The lower mold 83 has a recessed portion 83a
for accommodating the rivet head portion 19F.

After the punching in FIG. 15, the crimp portion 17F
(FIG. 13) is formed by the curl punch 81 at the step in FIG.
16.

As is true with the application of FIG. 14, the washer 7 is
interposed between the rivet head portion 19F and the
laminated plate material 1 at the punching step in FIG. 15
unless the SPR 5B or 5C of FIG. 10 or 11 is employed.

A material and thickness for the washers 7 and 9 is
arbitrarily selectable, as long as the washers surely transmit
the clamping force.

Further, the washers 7 and 9 may add elastic functions like
disc springs to a part other than contact surfaces with respect
to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3. For example, it
employs a laminated structure of a disc spring and a washer.
In this case, it provides an effect to prevent the SPR 5A, 5B,
5C, 5D, 5E, or 5F from getting loose after fastening.

The SPR may have a straight structure with an uniform
diameter without the tapered structure at the front end inner
diameter portion if a rivet head shaft is a hollow structure.

The applicable plate materials are not limited as long as
they are affected by driving a SPR, is not limited to the
laminated plate materials made of CFRP, and includes plate
materials made of CFPR with short fibers, plate materials
made of fiber reinforced plastic such as GFRP, simple plastic
plate materials, and metal thin plate materials. It also
includes the CFRP or GFRP onto which a metal thin plate is
laminated.

The resin for the CFRP and GFRP is any one of thermo-
setting resin or thermoplastic resin.

The laminated plates made of thermoplastic resin prepreg
are hard to cause separation between the layers compared
with the laminated plates made of thermosetting resin
prepreg. The laminated plates made of fabric prepreg are
also hard to cause separation between the layers.

On the other hand, the embodiments use the laminated
plates made of thermosetting resin unidirectional prepreg
and being easy to separation between the layers.

Therefore, the present invention is also applicable to the
laminated plates made of thermoplastic resin unidirectional
prepreg and the laminated plates made of fabric prepreg
without any difficulty.

When joining the laminated plates made of thermoplastic
prepreg, the joining is performed after a SPR and washers
are heated so that a melt at a pierced portion due to the SPR
and the like is promoted, thereby stopping separation
between the layers.

The invention claimed is:

1. A joining method of plate materials comprising:

punching respective plate materials that are laid one on

another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other by a rivet shaft portion of a rivet that includes a
rivet head portion and the rivet shaft portion while
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forming a hole on the plate materials by the rivet shaft
portion and immediately inserting the rivet shaft por-
tion into the formed hole;

forming a crimp portion at a front end of the rivet shaft

portion; and

fastening and joining the plate materials between the rivet

head portion and the crimp portion; wherein

the plate materials are laminated plate materials made of

carbon fiber reinforced plastic, the punching step com-
prises
laying, before forming the hole on the laminated plate
materials, flat plate seat members on and bringing the
seat members into contact with respective opposite
surfaces relative to the joining surfaces of the laminated
plate materials laid one on another, each one seat
members of the seat members having an inner hole
through which the rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass,
the inner hole having an inner diameter equal to an
outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion and openings in
which one opening with said inner diameter is located
onto a first face of the seat member being in contact
with a corresponding one of the opposite surfaces of the
laminated plate materials through which said hole is not
formed and the other opening is located onto a second
face being opposite to the first surface of the seat
member,
using the seat members as supporting jigs at the time of
the punching and applying a clamping force to the
respective laminated plate materials by the seat mem-
bers including edge sides of the inner holes being in
contact with the respective opposite surfaces of the
laminated plate materials through which said hole is not
formed,
driving the rivet shaft portion into the laminated plate
materials on which said hole is not formed so as to
shear the laminated plate materials along the inner
holes of the seat members while applying the clamping
force, thereby to perform the formation of the hole on
the laminated plate materials and the insertion of the
rivet shaft portion into the formed hole, and
bringing the rivet head portion into contact with the
second face of one of the seat members and causing the
front end of the rivet shaft portion to protrude from the
opening located onto the second face of the other of the
seat members by the driving of the rivet shaft portion,

the forming step of the crimp portion forms the crimp
portion at the front end of the rivet shaft portion
protruding from the opening located onto the second
face of said other of the seat members, the crimp
portion being in contact with the second face of said
other of the seat members, and

the fastening and joining step fastens and joins the lami-

nated plate materials to each other according to the
forming of the crimp portion so that the seat members
are left respectively between the rivet head portion and
the crimp portion and the opposite surfaces.

2. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the seat
members each have an outer diameter portion larger than an
outer diameter of the rivet head portion, and

a pushing force of a holding jig is transferred to the outer

diameter portions of the seat members, thereby apply-
ing the clamping force to the respective plate materials
through the seat members.

3. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the seat
member between the rivet head portion and the opposite
surface or between the crimp portion and the opposite
surface has a chamfered portion at an edge of the inner hole
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on the rivet head portion side or the crimp portion side to
avoid a contact with the rivet side, and has a corner portion
at an edge of the inner hole on the opposite surface side to
apply the clamping force up to the inner diameter of the
inner hole.

4. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the rivet shaft
portion is a hollow shape with a front end inner diameter
portion that is expanded and opened in the form of a tapered
hole, and

the crimp portion is formed by crimping and guiding the

front end inner diameter portion of the rivet shaft
portion at the time of the punching.

5. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the rivet shaft
portion is a solid shape, and

the crimp portion is formed by press-crimping or spin-

crimping the rivet shaft portion.

6. The joining method of claim 1, wherein said forming
said crimped portion and said punching respective plate
materials are performed during a same punch stroke of the
rivet shaft portion, in which a die that is pre-positioned
under the plate seat members receives a distal end portion of
the rivet shaft portion and deflects the distal end portion so
as to form the crimped portion at an end portion of the punch
stroke.

7. A joining structure of plate materials that are joined
comprising:

plate materials that are laminated plate materials made of

carbon fiber reinforced plastic and are laid one on
another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other;

flat plate seat members being laid on and being in contact

with respective opposite surfaces relative to the joining
surfaces of the respective laminated plate materials,
each one seat member of the seat members having an
inner hole that has openings in which one opening is
located onto a first face of the seat member being in
contact with a corresponding one of the opposite sur-
faces of the laminated plate materials and the other
opening is located onto a second face of the seat
member being opposite to the first face;

a rivet including a rivet head portion and a rivet shaft

portion; wherein

the rivet is made of metal,

the rivet head portion has a top face being wholly flat and

is in contact with the second face of one of the seat
members,
the rivet shaft portion has a crimp portion at a front end
thereof piercing the inner hole and the respective
laminated plate materials and protruding from the
opening located onto the second face of the other of the
seat members, the crimp portion being in contact with
the second face of said other of the seat members, and

the seat members are interposed respectively between the
crimp portion and the rivet head portion and the oppo-
site surfaces of the laminated plate materials to fasten
and join the respective plate materials.

8. A joining method of plate materials comprising:

punching respective plate materials that are laid one on

another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other by a rivet shaft portion of a rivet that includes a
rivet head portion and the rivet shaft portion while
forming a hole on the plate materials by the rivet shaft
portion and immediately inserting the rivet shaft por-
tion into the formed hole, the hole having openings on
each plate material in which one opening is located
onto the joining surface of the plate material and the
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other opening is located onto an opposite surface of the
plate material relative to the joining surface;

forming a crimp portion at a front end of the rivet shaft
portion; and

fastening and joining the plate materials between the rivet
head portion and the crimp portion; wherein

one of the plate materials is a laminated plate material
made of carbon fiber reinforced plastic and the other of
the plate materials is a metal plate,

the punching step comprises

laying, before forming the hole on the plate materials, a
flat plate seat member on and bringing the seat mem-
bers into contact with the opposite surface of the
laminated plate material of the plate materials laid one
on another, the seat member having an inner hole
through which the rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass,
the inner hole having an inner diameter equal to the
rivet shaft portion and openings in which one opening
with said inner diameter is located onto a first face of
the seat member being in contact with the opposite
surface of the laminated plate material through which
said hole is not formed and the other opening is located
onto a second face being opposite to the first surface of
the seat member,

using the seat member as a supporting jig at the time of
the punching and applying a clamping force to the
laminated plate material by the seat member including
an edge side of the inner hole being in contact with the
opposite surface of the laminated plate material through
which said hole is not formed,

driving the rivet shaft portion into the plate materials
through which said hole is not formed so as to shear the
laminated plate material and the metal plate along the
inner hole of the seat member while applying the
clamping force, thereby to perform the formation of the
hole on the plate materials and the insertion of the rivet
shaft portion into the formed hole, and bringing the
rivet head portion into contact with one of the second
face of the seat member and the opposite surface of the
metal plate and causing the front end of the rivet shaft
portion to protrude from the opening located onto the
other of the second face of the seat member and the
opposite surface of the metal plate by the driving of the
rivet shaft portion,

the forming step of the crimp portion forms the crimp
portion at the front end of the rivet shaft portion
protruding from the opening of said other of the second
face of the seat member and the opposite surface of the
metal plate, the crimp portion being in contact with said
other of the second face of the seat member and the
opposite surface of the metal plate, and

the fastening and joining step fastens and joins the plate
materials to each other according to the forming of the
crimp portion so that the seat member is left between
the rivet head portion or the crimp portion and the
opposite surface of the laminated plate material.

9. A joining method of plate materials comprising:

punching respective plate materials that are laid one on
another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other by a rivet shaft portion of a rivet that includes a
rivet head portion and the rivet shaft portion while
forming a hole on the plate materials by the rivet shaft
portion and immediately inserting the rivet shaft por-
tion into the formed hole, the hole having openings on
each plate material in which one opening is onto the
joining surface of the plate material and the other
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opening is onto an opposite surface of the plate material
relative to the joining surface;

forming a crimp portion at a front end of the rivet shaft
portion; and

fastening and joining the plate materials between the rivet
head portion and the crimp portion; wherein

one of the plate materials that is on the rivet head portion
side is a metal plate and the other of the plate materials
is a laminated plate material made of carbon fiber
reinforced plastic,

a portion between a bottom surface of the rivet head
portion and a circumferential surface of the rivet shaft
portion has a right angle without a curve,

the punching step comprises,

bringing, before forming the hole on the plate materials,
the opposite surface of the laminated plate material of
the plate materials laid one on another into contact with
a lower mold having an inner hole through which the
rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass, the inner hole
having an inner diameter equal to the rivet shaft portion
and an opening with said inner diameter that is brought
into contact with the opposite surface the laminated
plate material on which said hole is not formed,

using the metal plate as a supporting jig at the time of the
punching and applying a clamping force to the lami-
nated plate material between the metal plate and the
lower mold by the lower mold including an edge side
of the inner hole being in contact with the opposite
surface of the laminated plate material on which said
hole is not formed,

driving the rivet shaft portion into the plate materials on
which said hole is not formed from an opposite surface
of the metal plate relative to the joining surface thereof
so as to shear the laminated plate material and the metal
plate along the inner hole of the lower mold while
applying the clamping force, thereby to perform the
formation of the hole on the plate materials and the
insertion of the rivet shaft portion into the formed hole,
and

bringing the rivet head portion into contact with the
opposite surface of the metal plate and causing the front
end of the rivet shaft portion to protrude from the
opening located onto the opposite surface of the lami-
nated plate material by the driving of the rivet shaft
portion,

the forming step of the crimp portion comprises

fitting a seat member having an inner hole that has
openings in which one opening is located onto a first
face of the seat member being in contact with the
opposite surface of the laminated plate material and the
other opening is located onto a second face being
opposite to the first surface of the seat member to a part
of the rivet shaft portion protruding from the opening
located into the opposite surface of the laminated plate
material,

causing the front end of the rivet shaft portion to protrude
from the opening located onto the second face of the
seat member with the fitting, and

forming the crimp portion being in contact with the
opposite surface of the laminated plate material at the
front end of the rivet shaft portion protruding from the
opening located onto the second face of the seat mem-
ber.

10. A joining structure of plate materials that are joined,

comprising:
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a laminated plate material made of carbon fiber reinforced
plastic and a metal plate laid one on another with
joining surfaces being in contact with each other;

a hole having openings on each of the laminated plate
material and the metal plate in which one opening is
located onto the joining surface and the other opening
is located onto an opposite surface relative to the
joining surface;

a flat plate seat member being laid on and being in contact
with the opposite surface of the laminated plate mate-
rial relative to the joining surface thereof, the seat
member having an inner hole that has openings in
which one opening is located onto a first face of the seat
member being in contact with the opposite surface of
the laminated plate material and the other is located
onto a second face of the seat member opposite to the
first face;

10

15

18

a rivet including a rivet head portion and a rivet shaft
portion; wherein

the rivet is made of metal,

the rivet head portion has a top face being wholly flat and
is in contact with the opposite surface of the metal
plate,

the rivet shaft portion has a crimp portion at a front end
thereof piercing the inner hole of the seat member, the
laminated plate material, and the metal plate and pro-
truding from the opening located onto the second face
of the seat member, the crimp portion being in contact
with the second face of the seat member, and

the seat member is interposed only between the crimp
portion and the opposite surface of the laminated plate
material to fasten and join the laminated plate material
and metal plate.
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SUBSTRATE JOINING METHOD USING
RIVET, AND JOINING STRUCTURE

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a substrate joining
method using a rivet and a joining structure, for punching and
joining laminated plate materials, thin plate materials or the
like by means of the rivet.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Carbon fiber reinforced plastic (CFRP) is superior
in terms of specific rigidity, specific strength, fatigue prop-
erty, and corrosive property compared with metal, and is
examined to be applied to structural members of automobiles
or the like for the sake of weight reduction.

[0003] However, there is no method of joining in a short
time with ease like spot welding for the metal. This is one of
factors to frustrate the weight reduction due to the material
substitution.

[0004] 1n this regard, adhesive joining is generally used to
join laminated plate materials made of CFRP.

[0005] However, there are problems such that an adhesive
requires a long time to be hardened in view of productivity in
the automobile industry, and joining surfaces require to be
processed and cleaned to result in high cost.

[0006] Further, there is a problem in heat resistance, influ-
ence of moisture absorbent, weakness under cool environ-
ment or fast deformation, and the like.

[0007] On the other hand, as mechanical joining, rivet join-
ing is used.
[0008] However, there are problems such that it requires a

long time for a hole making process, and a tool becomes worn
early compared with that for metal or the like.

[0009] From such a situation, a joining method capable of
being carried out in a short time at low cost is highly
demanded.

[0010] As aconventional joining method in this kind, there
is one described in Patent Document 1.

[0011] This joining method of Patent Document 3 uses a
self-piercing rivet (SPR) that has a rivet head and a hollow
rivet body opened at a front end face, to fasten two FRP plates
laid one on another.

[0012] Namely, a metal plate is brought into firmly contact
with a portion of one FRP plate to be fastened, and then the
self-piercing rivet (SPR) is driven into both the FRP plates
from a portion of the other FRP plate to be fastened so that the
rivet head is brought into firmly contact with the portion of the
other FRP plate to be fastened. Further, an annular front end
of the rivet body that pierces both the FRP plates is put to
biting the metal plate and radially expanding. In this way, the
FRP plates are joined together between the rivet head and the
metal plate.

[0013] However, the method drives the rivet body into the
metal plate and plastically deforms the metal plate, so that the
FRP plates may be separated from each other and get cracked
around the rivet body according to the plastic deformation.
Therefore, this method has little or no readability and Patent
Document 1 has been deemed to be withdrawn.

[0014] Further, not only when joining the FRP plates but
also when joining thin metal plates or the like, separation may
be caused between joining surfaces by driving the rivet body.
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This is the broadly possible problem in joining laminated
plate materials, thin plate materials, or the like by driving a
rivet.

[0015] Additionally, the joining by driving a rivet may per-
form spin crimping other than use of the SPR. That is not
necessarily possible problem in only the SPR and is the
broadly possible problem in joining by driving a rivet.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document
PATENT DOCUMENT 1:JP 2005-69451 A

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0016] The problem to be solved by the invention is a fact
that joining plate materials by driving a rivet causes the plate
materials to be separated from each other or get cracked.
[0017] The present invention provides a joining method of
plate materials using a rivet, capable of joining the plate
materials by driving the rivet while suppressing separation or
cracks. The joining method is characterized by punching
respective plate materials that are laid one on another with
joining surfaces being in contact with each other by a rivet
shaft portion of a rivet that includes a rivet head portion and
the rivet shaft portion, forming a crimp portion at a front end
of the rivet shaft portion, and fastening and joining the plate
materials between the rivet head portion and the crimp por-
tion, wherein a flat plate seat member is laid on and brought
into contact with at least one of opposite surfaces relative to
the joining surfaces of the respective plate materials, the seat
member having an inner hole through which the rivet shaft
portion is allowed to pass, the seat member is used as a
supporting jig at the time of the punching to apply a clamping
force between the plate materials, the punching by means of
the rivet shaft portion is performed along the inner hole of the
seat member, and the joining is performed so that the seat
member is left between the rivet head portion or the crimp
portion and said at least one of the opposite surfaces.

[0018] The present invention provides a joining structure of
plate materials using a rivet. The joining structure is charac-
terized by plate materials laid one on another with joining
surfaces being in contact with each other, a fiat plate seat
member laid on and brought into contact with at least one of
opposite surfaces relative to the joining surfaces of the respec-
tive plate materials, the seat member having an inner hole, a
rivet including a rivet head portion and a rivet shaft portion,
wherein the rivet shaft portion has a crimp portion at a front
end thereof punching and piercing the inner hole of the seat
member and the respective plate materials, and the seat mem-
ber is interposed between the crimp portion or the rivet head
portion and said at least one of the opposite surfaces to fasten
and join the respective plate materials.

[0019] The joining method of the plate materials using the
rivet according to the present invention, because of the above-
mentioned means, uses the seat member having the inner hole
as a jig at the time of the punching, to surely carry out the
punching by means of the rivet and suppress stress concen-
tration and the like generated in the plate materials by the
rivet. This suppresses separation or cracks of the plate mate-
rials at the time of the punching.

[0020] After the joining, the seat member is left to prevent
progress of separation or cracks that may be generated around
a pierced portion by means of the rivet.
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[0021] The joining structure of the plate materials using the
rivet according to the present invention, because of the above-
mentioned means, prevents progress of separation or cracks
that may be generated around a pierced portion by means of
the rivet after the fastening and the joining.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022] F1G. 1 is a sectional view of a joining structure of
plate materials;

[0023] FI1G. 2 is a sectional view of a self-piercing rivet;
[0024] F1G. 3 is a sectional view of a washer;

[0025] F1GS. 4(A) to (E) are sectional views illustrating a

joining process in which F1G. 4(A) is a waiting step, FI1G.
4(B) a punching start step, F1G. 4(C) a punching middle step,
F1G. 4(D) a punching finish step, and F1G. 4(F) a state after
joining;

[0026] F1G.5isaconceptual diagram illustrating fastening
force in a joining state;

[0027] F1GS. 6(A) and (B) are sectional observation pho-
tographs in which F1G. 6(A) is a case with washers and F1G.
6(B) a case without washers;

[0028] F1G. 7(A) is a C-scan image of a CFRP on a rivet
head portion side after punching and F1G. 7(B) is an external
photograph of the same;

[0029] F1G. 8 (A) is a C-scan image of a CFRP on a crimp
portion side after punching and F1G. 8(B) is an external
photograph of the same;

[0030] F1G.9isasectional view illustrating a joining struc-
ture of plate materials;

[0031] F1GS.10(A)and (B) are sectional views illustrating
joining structures of plate materials of a modification accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 and a comparative example;

[0032] F1GS.11(A)and (B) are sectional views illustrating
self-piercing rivets according to modifications;

[0033] F1GS. 12(A) to (F) are sectional views illustrating a
joining process in which (A) is a waiting step, (B) a punching
start step, (C) a punching step, (D) a crimp waiting step, (E) a
crimping step, and (F) a state after joining;

[0034] F1G. 13 is a sectional view illustrating a joining
structure of plate materials;

[0035] F1G. 14 is a sectional view illustrating a joining
structure of plate materials;

[0036] F1G.15is a sectional view illustrating a first joining
apparatus in the punching step of the joining process; and
[0037] F1G. 16 is a sectional view illustrating a second
joining apparatus in the crimping step of the joining process.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

[0038] The objectthatis to be able to join plate materials by
driving a rivet while suppressing separation or cracks is
achieved by laying flat plate washers having inner holes
through which a rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass on
respective opposite surfaces relative to joining surfaces of
laminated plate materials and bringing them into contact
therewith, applying a clamping force between the laminated
plate materials using the washers as supporting jigs at the time
of punching, performing the punching by means of a rivet
shaft portion along the inner holes of the washers, and per-
forming the joining while leaving the washers between the
opposite surfaces and a rivet head portion and the crimp
portion,
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Embodiment 1

[0039] FI1G. 1 is a sectional view of a joining structure of
plate materials. In addition, top and bottom, and left and right
are hereinafter assumed as top and bottom, and left and right
at the time of punching and joining processes by means of a
self-piercing rivet (SPR).

[0040] The joining structure of the plate materials uses
laminated plate materials 1 and 3 made of, for example,
carbon fiber reinforced plastic (CFRP) as plate materials that
are fastened and joined together by a SPR 5 through washers
7 and 9 as top and bottom seat members.

[0041] Thelaminated plate materials 1 and 3 are laid one on
another with joining surfaces 11 and 13 being in contact with
each other, and the washers 7 and 9 are arranged in contact
with respective opposite surfaces 27 and 29 relative to the
joining surfaces of the plate materials 1 and 3. The washers 7
and 9 each are a doughnut-shaped flat plate having an inner
hole 31.

[0042] The SPR 5 as the rivet has a rivet, head portion 19
and a rivet shaft portion 15. The rivet shaft portion 15 has a
crimp portion 17 at a front end thereof punching and piercing
the inner holes 31 of the washers 7 and 9 and the laminated
plate materials 1 and 3.

[0043] The washers 7 and 9 are interposed between the
opposite surfaces 27 and 29 and the rivet head portion 19 and
the crimp portion 17, to fasten and join the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3.

[0044] 1n addition, the plate materials are not limited to the
laminated plate materials. 1t is applicable to the thin plate
materials so that it prevents separation of joining surfaces and
the like.

[0045] FI1G. 2 is a sectional view of the self-piercing rivet.
[0046] Asillustrated in F1GS. 1 and 2, the SPR 5 is made of
SCM435 in this embodiment and has the rivet head portion 19
and the rivet shaft portion 15, Between a bottom surface of the
rivet head portion 19 and a circumferential surface of the rivet
shaft portion 15, a curve R is provided in this embodiment
depending on working accuracy.

[0047] The rivet shaft portion 15 is a hollow shape opened
at the front end, a front end inner diameter portion 23 is
expanded and opened in the form ofa tapered hole, and aback
side inner diameter portion 25 has an uniform diameter. In
addition, the hollow shape of the rivet shaft portion 15 may be
a gradually-tapered hole shape as a whole, as long as the front
end inner diameter portion 23 is expanded and opened in the
form of the tapered hole.

[0048] FI1G. 3 is a sectional view of the washer.

[0049] Asillustrated in F1GS. 1 and 3, the washers 7 and 9,
in this embodiment, each are made of metal such as S45C and
formed in the doughnut-shaped flat plate as a flat plate. The
washer 7 is left between the rivet head portion 19 and the
opposite surface 27 of the laminated plate material 1 and the
washer 9 is left between the crimp portion 17 and the opposite
surface 29 of the laminated plate material 3.

[0050] The washers 7 and 9, in this embodiment, are
formed in the same sectional shape. The washer 7 will be
explained. The washer 7 has the inner hole 31 into which the
rivet shaft portion 15 of the SPR 5 is inserted. The inner hole
31 has aninner diameter equal to an outer diameter of the rivet
shaft portion 15. With this setting of the diameters, a fastening
force and a below-mentioned clamping force are applied up to
a circumferential range corresponding to the outer diameter
of' the rivet shaft portion 15.
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[0051] For this, it is preferable to minimize a clearance
between the outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion 15 and
the inner diameter of the inner hole 33 as much as possible,
However, it is possible to enlarge the clearance according to
demand.

[0052] At an edge of the hole 31 on the rivet, head portion
19 side, a chamfered portion 33 is formed. The chamfered
portion 33 avoids a contact with the curve R of the SPR 5to
prevent stress concentration. 1nstead, the chamfered portion
33 may be a curve to avoid the contact. This chamfered
portion 33 allows the aforementioned clearance to be mini-
mized as much as possible.

[0053] At an edge of the opposite surface 27 of the lami-
nated plate material 1 in the inner hole 31, a corner portion 35
is formed with a right angle in a cross section. The corner
portion 35 is for applying the fastening force and the below-
mentioned clamping force with respect to the laminated plate
material 1 up to the inner diameter of the inner hole 31.
[0054] An outer diameter of the washer 7 may be put closer
to an outer diameter of the rivet head portion 19 to reduce the
amount of a radial protrusion or may be larger to increase the
amount of a radial protrusion, as long as the clamping force is
transmitted when the clamping force is applied by a below-
mentioned holding jig and punch. 1f the radial protrusion is
minimized as much as possible, a contact pressure of the
washer 7 with respect to the laminated plate material 1 is
increased. 1f the same is larger, the laminated plate materials
1 and 3 are prevented from bending deformation and progress
of damage.

[0055] When punching as mentioned below, the outer
diameter of the washer 7 is similarly selectable even in a case
where a clamping force is not applied.

[0056] in a case of the washer 9, the chamfered portion 33
is on the crimp portion 17 side to absorb a contact with the
crimp portion 17. Similarly, the corner portion 35 is on the
opposite surface 29 side of the laminated plate material 3 for
applying the fastening force and the below-mentioned clamp-
ing force with respect to the plate material 3 up to the inner
diameter of the inner hole 31.

[0057] The outer diameter 9 of the washer 9 is selectable
from small to large, similar to the washer 7.

[0058] 1n addition, the washers 7 and 9 may be made of
different materials, formed in different shapes, and have dif-
ferent inner and outer diameters and thicknesses. The seat
member may be made of resin having a hardness that is set so
as to demonstrate the fastening force and the below-men-
tioned clamping force with respect to the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3, This seat member made of the resin has an
advantage that the inner hole 31 side is scraped off if a
misalignment is caused between the rivet shaft portion 15 and
the inner hole 31, thereby allowing the seat member to its
function directly.

[0059] This resin seat member may be made of a resin
having a hardness that is set so as to demonstrate the fastening
force with respect to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3
even if the clamping force is not applied at the time of the
punching.

[0060] F1G. 4 shows sectional views illustrating a joining
process in which (A) is a waiting step, (B) a punching start
step, (C) a punching middle step, (D) a punching finish step,
and (E) a state after joining.

[0061] 1nthe joining process of F1G. 4, a joining apparatus
39 is used. The joining apparatus 39 has an upper holding jig
43 and a lower punch 43, The holding jig 41 is a hollow shape
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and has a stem 45 that is movable up and down inside the
holding jig, and a washer support recessed portion 47 is
formed at a bottom end of the holding jig. The punch 43 has
a washer support recessed portion 49 formed on a top surface
thereof and a crimping guide portion 51 formed at a central
portion.

[0062] The joining process is performed step by step
through a sequence of the waiting step S1, the punching start
step S2, the punching middle step S3, and the punching finish
step S4 of FIGS. 4(A) to (D).

[0063] 1n the waiting step S1 of F1G. 4(A) before the
punching, the washers 7 and 9 are arranged on and brought
into contact with the opposite surfaces 27 and 29 of the
laminated plate materials 1 and 3 that are laid one on another
with the joining surfaces 11 and 33 being brought into contact
with each other, the washer 7 is positioned on the washer
support recessed portion 47 of the holding jig 43, and the
washer 9 is positioned on the washer support recessed portion
49 of the punch 43.

[0064] 1n this state, a pushing force is applied from the
holding jig 43 for example, thereby to apply the clamping
force between the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 through
the washer 7 and 9 that are the supporting jigs at the time of
the punching.

[0065] 1n addition, the clamping force may not be applied
between the laminated plate materials 5 and 3 through the
washers 7 and 9 and may perform the punching of the next
step. In this case, a vertical position of a top surface of the
washer 7 is detected and a descent position of the holding jig
41 is positioned on the brink of contacting with the washer 7.
[0066] 1n the punching start step S2 of FIG. 4(B), the
punching by means of the rivet shaft portion 15 is performed
along the inner holes 31 of the washers 7 and 9. The SPR 5
descends following a descent of the stem 45 so that the front
end of the rivet shaft portion 15 plunges into the inner hole 31
of'the washer 7 and is brought, into contact with the opposite
surface 27 of the laminated plate material 1.

[0067] At this time, since the washer 7 is positioned with
the washer support recessed portion 47 of the holding jig 41
and the SPR 5 is coaxially supported inside the holding jig 41,
a center of the inner hole 31 of the washer 7 and a shaft center
of'the rivet shaft portion 15 are easily aligned with each other,
to surely punch the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 by
means of the rivet shaft portion 15 aligned with the inner hole
31.

[0068] When the SPR 5 further descends, the rivet shaft
portion 15 performs a punching operation in a blink in the
clamped state with the washers 7 and 9, At this time, the
laminated plate materials 1 and 3 is the precision clamped
state with the washers 7 and 9, the laminated plate materials
1 and 3 are smoothly sheared due to the clamped state.
[0069] When the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15
plunges into the inner hole 31 of the washer 7, the frontend of
the rivet shaft portion 15 is guided by the chamfered portion
33 of the washer 7 to accurately plunge into the inner hole 31
even if the rivet shaft portion 15 is slightly deviated from the
inner hole 31 of the washer 7.

[0070] 1n the punching middle step S3 of FI1G. 4(C), the
rivet shaft portion 15 punches the laminated plate materials 1
and 3 while relatively guided by the inner hole 31 of the
washer 7. A punch waste 53 is accommodated inside the
hollow of the rivet shaft portion 15.

[0071] 1nthe punching finish step S4 of F1G. 4(D), the front
end inner diameter portion 23 of the rivet shaft portion 15 is
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crimped and guided by the crimping guide portion 51 of the
punch 43, thereby forming the crimp portion 17.

[0072] Atthetime of the punching, since an impact force of
the rivet head portion 19 is received by the washer 7 as a
receiving jig, the laminated plate material 1 is prevented from
damage. In particular, since the chamfered portion 33 of the
washer 7 avoids a contact with the curve R of the SPR 5, it
avoids stress concentration to surely perform the punching.
[0073] Since the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15 that
is crimped, guided, and curled is received by the washer 9 as
a receiving jig, the opposite surface 29 of the laminated plate
material 3 never receives scoring force that may occur by the
front end directly contacting with a spot. The fastening due to
the crimp portion 17 is sufficiently performed without dam-
age of the laminated plate materials 1 and 3.

[0074] Therefore, by driving the SPR 5 in a blink according
to FIGS. 4(A) to (D), the fastening and joining of the lami-
nated plate materials 1 and 3 using the SPR 5 is completed
like spot welding while suppressing generation of separation
between the layers, cracks and the like. 1t realizes the appli-
cation of the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 to a mass-
produced automobile and the like through automatization of
the fastening and joining.

[0075] 1n this way, the washers 7 and 9 as the supporting
jigs applying the clamping force are left between the rivet
head portion 39 and the opposite surface 27 and between the
crimp portion 17 and the opposite surface 29 as it is as illus-
trated in F1G. 4(E), thereby functioning the washers 7 and 9
that keep the fastening force.

[0076] 1n addition, a hollow punch may be used instead of
the punch 43 in the waiting step S1, punching start step S2,
and punching middle step S3 of FIGS. 4(A) to (C), to dis-
charge the punch waste 53 from a hollow outlet hole. In this
case, the punching finish step S4 of F1G. 4(D) replaces the
hollow punch with the punch 43 having the crimping guide
portion 51 to form the crimp portion 17,

[0077] F1G.5is aconceptual diagram illustrating fastening
force in the joining state.

[0078] As illustrated in FIG. 5, in the joining state, the
fastening force is applied up to the outer diameter range of the
rivet shaft portion 15 through the washers 7 and 9, thereby
suppressing separation 37 between the layers of the laminated
plate materials 1 and 3,

[0079] F1G. 6(A) is a sectional observation photograph
with washers and (B) is a sectional observation photograph
without washers.

[0080] F1G. 6(A) shows the sectional observation photo-
graph in which the joining is performed through the steps of
F1G. 4 according to the embodiment 1. As is apparent from
this sectional observation photograph, although a separation
is slightly generated, a measure of the separation is smaller
than the diameter of the rivet head portion 19 of the SPR 5.
[0081] Onthe other hand, in a comparative example of F1G.
6(B) without use of washers as supporting jigs, a large sepa-
ration is caused in the laminated plates 1 and 3 and the amount
of a progress of the separation is also large.

[0082] From this, by the joining method and joining struc-
ture of the plate materials using the rivet according to the
embodiment 1 of the present invention, the separation gener-
ated on the laminated plate materials (CFRP) 1 and 3 is
considerably suppressed so that the laminated plate materials
are sufficiently adapted to actual use.

[0083] When a fatigue test is conducted with a maximum
load of about 60 percents of a tensile strength of a joint, the
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number of repetitions up to fracture is 8 hundred thousand to
1 million. In view of this, itis possible to sufficiently adapt the
laminated plate materials to actual use.

[0084] 1n this test, unidirectional prepreg sheets (T800SC/
#2592, Toray Industries. Inc.) are used as the materials, A
laminated structure is quasi-isotropic of [452/0,/-452/90,],
and is formed by an autoclave process. After the formation, a
piece with a length of 135 mm and a width of 36 mm is cut off
with use of a diamond cutter, A thickness is 1.6 mm.

[0085] A shape of the test piece of a single-lap joint used in
the fatigue test is based on ASTM D5961/D5 961M-05.
[0086] The fatigue test is conducted with use of a hydraulic
fatigue tester (8801 INSTRON). A stress ratio is set R=0.1,
and a maximum load omax is set 4.4 KN of about 60 percents
or 3.2 KN of about 40 percents of a tensile strength of of a
joint. A frequency for the test is 2 KHz.

[0087] F1G. 7(A)is a C-scan image of a laminated material
(CFRP) on a rivet head portion side after punching and (B) is
an external photograph of the same. F1G. 8 (A) is a C-scan
image of a CFRP on a crimp portion side after punching and
(B) is an external photograph of the same.

[0088] For the embodiment 1 of the present invention, the
SPR 5 is removed after completion of the steps in F1G. 4 and
the C-scan image of separation in the vicinity of a pierced
portion 55 is obtained with use of a supersonic flaw detector
(SDS-5400R JAPAN KRAUTKRAMER). In FIGS. 7 and 8,
continuous lines indicate diameters of the pierced portions
and dotted lines indicate diameters of the washers.

[0089] As illustrated in FIGS. 7(A) and (B), there is little
separation on the laminated plate material (CFPR) on the rivet
head portion side (driving side),

[0090] As illustrated in F1GS. 8(A) and (B), there is a little
separation on the laminated plate material (CFPR) on the
crimp portion side (drawing side).

[0091] However, these separations are generated only inthe
vicinity of the pierced portion and are considerably smaller
than the diameters of the washers. In addition, according to a
visual observation, it can merely see a pressed mark due to the
washer on the rivet head portion side and a little whitened
portion in the vicinity of the pierced portion.

[0092] The joining method according to the embodiment 1
of the present invention includes punching respective lami-
nated plate materials 1 and 3 (CFRP) that are laid one on
another with the joining surfaces 11 and 13 being in contact
with each other by the rivet shaft portion 15 of the SPR 5 that
includes the rivet head portion 19 and the rivet shaft portion
15, forming the crimp portion 17 at the front end of the rivet
shaft portion 15, and fastening and joining the laminated plate
materials (CFRP) 1 and 3 between the rivet head portion 19
and the crimp portion 37. The flat plate washers 7 and 9 are
laid on and brought into contact with the respective opposite
surfaces 27 and 29 relative to the joining surfaces of the
laminated plate materials (CFRP) 1 and 3, the washers 7 and
9 each having the inner hole 31 through which the rivet shaft
portion 15 is allowed to pass, the washers 7 and 9 apply the
clamping force between the laminated plate materials
(CFRP) 1 and 3 as the supporting jigs at the time of the
punching, the punching by means of the rivet shaft portion 15
is performed along the inner holes 31 of the washers 7 and 9,
and the joining is performed so that the washers 7 and 9 left
between the rivet head 19 or the crimp portion 17 and the
opposite surfaces 27 and 29.

[0093] Accordingly, the washers 7 and 9 function as the
supporting jigs with extremely high accuracy at the time of



US 2013/0340239 Al

the punching with use of the rivet shaft portion 15. Further, if
the outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion 15 is changed, the
washers 7 and 9 having the inner holes 31 that match said
outer diameter only have to be used. It is possible to flexibly
adapt to design change.

[0094] Then, it considerably suppresses separation or
cracks generated on the laminated plate materials (CFRP) 1
and 3 even if the punching and joining is conducted using the
SPR 5 so that the laminated plate materials are sufficiently
adapted to actual use.

[0095] 1n addition, in a case where the washers 7 and 9 are
seat members made of resin, the scat members are set so that,
while each having a hardness to demonstrate the sufficient
clamping force, the inner hole side of the seat members are
scraped off if the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15
interferes with the inner holes 31, thereby allowing the rivet
shaft portion 15 and the resin seat members to be roughly
aligned on some level

[0096] When driving the rivet in the presence of the wash-
ers 7 and 9, in particular chamfered portion 33 and the corner
portion 35, it suppresses generation of separation, cracks, and
the like around the pierced portion 55 of the laminated plate
materials 1 and 3 on the periphery of the rivet shaft portion 15.
[0097] Namely, the inner diameter of the inner hole 31 is
close to the outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion 15 as
much as possible to extremely minimize the clearance ther-
ebetween as mentioned above, the clamping force is applied
up to the inner diameter of the inner hole 31 through the
operation of the corner portion 35, and the rivet shaft portion
15 punches the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 in a blink in
this application state of the clamping force. Accordingly, it
suppresses separation between the layers, cracks, and the like.
[0098] Further, as the joining structure, the washers 7 and 9
as the supporting jigs applying the clamping force are left as
it is as illustrated in F1G. 4(E), thereby functioning as the
washers 7 and 9 to keep the fastening force.

[0099] Accordingly, it also increases in durability, and it is
possible to be sufficiently adapted to actual use as the number
of repetitions up to fracture is 8 hundred thousand to 1 million
according to the fatigue test.

[0100] F1G.9isasectional view illustrating a joining struc-
ture of plate materials according to a modification.

[0101] 1nF1G. 9, the rivet head portion 19A of'the SPR 5A
is formed in a saucer shape, Therefore, the washer 7A left
between the rivet head portion 19A and the opposite surface
27 has a recessed portion 57 on a surface on the rivet head
portion 19A side to avoid an interfere with the rivet head
portion 19A.

[0102] Therefore, it avoids stress concentration, and puts
the washer 7A and an outer surface of the rivet head portion
19A flush with each other so that an entire height after the
joining is reduced.

[0103] F1GS.10(A)and (B) are sectional views illustrating
joining structures of plate materials of a modification accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 and a comparative example.

[0104] 1n F1G. 10(A), only the washer 9 is used on the
crimp portion 17 side of the SPR 5B and no washer is used on
the rivet head portion 19B side. At a portion 60 between the
bottom surface of the rivet head portion 19B and the circum-
ferential surface of the rivet shaft portion 15B, it avoids stress
concentration with respect to the laminated plate material
(CFRP) 3 without a curve.

[0105] As illustrated in F1G. 10(B), in a case where no
washer is used, a front end outer periphery of a rive shaft
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portion 35 curled by crimping and guiding interferes with and
damages the laminated plate material 3 as an encircled part.
[0106] Therefore, even if only the washer 9 is used as
illustrated in FIG. 10(A), it can expect an effect in view of
preventing damage of the laminated plate material 3 due to
the crimping.

[0107] Further, in the punching step, the washer 9 is used as
the supporting jig as mentioned above, so that the clamping
force is applied to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3
through the washer 9.

[0108] After completion of the joining, the fastening force
is applied to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 between the
rivet head portion 39B and the washer 9,

[0109] Therefore, it provides the same effects even if only
the washer 9 is used.

[0110] 1n addition, the washer 9 may not be used and the
washer 7 may be used between the rivet head portion 19B and
the opposite surface 27, Even in this case, in the punching
step, the washer 7 (See F1G. 1 and F1G. 4) is used as the
supporting jig as mentioned above, and the clamping force is
applied between the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 through
the washer 7 (See FIG. 1 and F1G. 4).

[0111] After completion of the joining, the fastening force
is applied to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 between the
rivet head portion 19B and the washer 7 (See F1G. 1 and F1G.
4).

[0112] FI1GS.11(A)and (B) are sectional views illustrating
self-piercing rivets according to modifications.

[0113] 1nFIG.11(A), arecessed portion 59 is formed on the
outer periphery of the SPR 5C and is coated with a flexible
resin 61. The flexible resin 61 is led up to the rivet head
portion 19C and no curve is provided between the bottom
surface of the rivet head portion 19C and the circumferential
surface of the rivet shaft portion 15C.

[0114] 1nthis modification of the SPR 5C, the flexible resin
61 absorbs a contact with the laminated plate materials 1 and
3 due to thermal expansion or at the time of impact.

[0115] Further, since no curve is provided, it allows the
chamfered portion 33 of the washer 7 to be omitted.

[0116] 1nFI1G.11(B),arecessedportion 63 is formed onthe
outer periphery of the SPR 5D and is coated with a flexible
resin 65, The flexible resin 65 is formed only on the rivet shaft
portion 15D and the curve is provided between the bottom
surface of the rivet head portion 19D and the circumferential
surface of the rive shaft portion 15D. In addition, in the
hollow shape of the rivet shaft portion 15D, the entire inner
diameter portion 23D including the front end inner diameter
portion is shaped into a gradually-tapered hole.

[0117] 1n this modification, the flexible resin 65 absorbs a
contact with the laminated plate materials 1 and 3 due to
thermal expansion or at the time of impact.

Embodiment 2

[0118] FI1G. 12 shows sectional views illustrating a joining
process in which (A) is a waiting step, (B) a punching start
step, (C) a punching step, (D) a crimp waiting step, (E) a
crimping step, and (F) a state after joining.

[0119] 1n a joining method and joining structure of plate
materials using a rivet according to this embodiment 2, a rivet
shaft portion 15E of a SPR 5D is solid and crimping of the
rivet shaft portion 15E is press-crimping or spin-crimping. At
an outer periphery of a front edge of the rivet shaft portion
15E is C-chamfered. The C-chamfering may be omitted.
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[0120] The joining process of F1G. 12 uses a joining appa-
ratus 67. 1n the joining apparatus 67, a lower punch 69 is
changed with respect to the joining apparatus 39 of F1G. 4 and
a press punch (or rotary punch) 71 for crimping is used as a
replacement for the lower punch 69.

[0121] The punch 69 is a hollow shape, has a washer sup-
port recessed portion 49 formed on a top surface thereof, and
has an outlet hole 71 for a punch waste 53 formed at a central
portion thereof.

[0122] The joining process is performed step by step
through a sequence of the waiting step S11, the punching start
step S12, the punching step S13, the crimp waiting step S14,
and the crimping step S15 of FIGS. 12(A) to (E).

[0123] The waiting step S11 to the punching step S13 of
F1GS. 12(A) to (C) approximately correspond to the waiting
step S1 before punching to the punching middle step S3 of
FIGS. 4(A) to (C).

[0124] However, in the embodiment 2, the rivet shaft por-
tion 15E is solid so that the punch waste 33 is discharged
through the outlet hole 71 of the punch 69.

[0125] 1n the crimp waiting step S14 of FI1G. 12(D), the
punch 69 is replaced with the press punch (or rotary punch) 71
s0 as to be positioned opposite to the rivet shaft portion 15E
after the punching.

[0126] The crimp waiting step S15 of F1G. 12(E), the press
punch (or rotary punch) is ascended (or ascended while rotat-
ing) to crimp the front end of the rivet shaft portion 15E and
form a crimp portion 17E.

[0127] 1nthis way, the washers 7 and 9 applying the clamp-
ing force as the supporting jigs are left between the rivet head
potion 19 and the opposite surface 27 and between the crimp
portion 17E and the opposite surface 29 as it is to function as
the washers 7 and 9 that keep the fastening force.

[0128] 1nthe case of the joining method of the embodiment
2, it is not as easy as the embodiment 1, but it is suitable for
airplanes and the like that require fastening with higher
strength and certainty,

[0129] Additionally, the present embodiment provide the
same effects as those of the aforementioned embodiment,

Embodiment 3

[0130] F1GS. 13 and 14 are sectional views illustrating a
joining structure of plate materials according to the embodi-
ment 3. The basic structure is the same as that, of the embodi-
ment 1, and therefore, the same parts are represented with the
same reference numerals and corresponding parts are repre-
sented with the same reference numerals with “F” to omit a
duplicative explanation.

[0131] The joining structure of F1G. 13 uses, for example,
a metal plate 3F and a laminated plate material 3 made of
carbon fiber reinforced plastic (CFRP) as plate materials
joined and fastened together using a SPR 5F through a washer
9 as a bottom seat member. As the metal plate 1F, a steel panel,
stainless steel panel, duralumin panel, aluminum alloy panel
may be used, but the material is not limited thereto. ln addi-
tion, a washer as a top seat member on the metal plate 1F side
may be concurrently used.

[0132] The joining structure of F1G. 14 uses, for example,
a laminated plate material 1 made of carbon fiber reinforced
plastic (CFRP) and a metal plate 3F as plate materials joined
and fastened together using a SPR 5F through a washer 7 as a
top seat member. The material of the metal plate 3F is not
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limited similar to the metal plate 1F. 1n addition, a washer as
a bottom seat member on the metal plate 3F side may be
concurrently used.

[0133] Both the examples of FIGS. 13 and 14 may use the
SPR 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D of F1GS. 9, 10 and 11.

[0134] The present embodiment also conducts the joining
through the joining process of F1G. 4 or F1G. 12. 1n a case
where the joining process of F1G. 4 is applied, it is important
that a back side inner diameter portion 25F of the SPR 5F is
enlarged as much as possible so that a punched metal part is
smoothly accommodated Inside the back side inner diameter
portion 25F.

[0135] Atthetime of the punching by means of the SPR 5F,
in the example of F1G. 13, a joining surface 11F of the metal
plate 1F functions as a supporting jig with respect to a joining
surface 13 of the laminated plate material 3. In the example of
F1G. 14, a joining surface 13F of the metal plate 3F functions
as a supporting jig with respect to a joining surface 11 of the
laminated plate material 1.

[0136] 1n the example of F1G. 14, if the SPR 5B or 5C of
F1G. 10 or 11 is employed, the washer 7 becomes unneces-
sary.

[0137] 1n this embodiment, a joining process as illustrated
in F1GS. 15 and 16 may be employed. In this joining process,
first and second joining apparatuses 73 and 75 are used.
[0138] The first joining apparatus 73 is to conduct the
punching process and has a work holding member 77 and a
lower mold 79, The holding member 77 is a hollow shape and
an inner hole 77a thereof has an inner diameter equal to outer
diameters of a stem (not illustrated) and a rivet head portion
19F ofthe SPR 5F. An inner hole 794 of the lower mold 79 has
an inner diameter equal to the rivet shaft portion 15F so that it
applies a contact pressure with respect to the laminated plate
material 3 up to the vicinity of a pierced hole by means of the
rivet shaft portion 15F.

[0139] The second joining apparatus 75 has a curl punch 83
and alower mold 83. The curl punch 81 has a recessed portion
81a at a front end thereof for forming a crimp portion 17F of
the SPR 5F. The lower mold 83 has a recessed portion 83a for
accommodating the rivet head portion 19F.

[0140] Afterthe punchingin F1G. 15, the crimp portion 17F
(F1G.13) is formed by the curl punch 81 atthe step in F1G. 16.
[0141] Asistrue with the application of F1G. 14, the washer
7 is interposed between the rivet head portion 19F and the
laminated plate material 1 at the punching step in F1G. 15
unless the SPR 5B or 5C of F1G. 10 or 11 is employed,
[0142] A material and thickness for the washers 7 and 9 is
arbitrarily selectable, as long as the washers surely transmit
the clamping force.

[0143] Further, the washers 7 and 9 may add elastic func-
tions like disc springs to a part other than contact surfaces
with respect to the laminated plate materials 1 and 3. For
example, it employs a laminated structure of a disc spring and
a washer. 1n this case, it provides an effect to prevent the SPR
5A, 5B, 5C, 5D, 5E, or 5F from getting loose after fastening,
[0144] The SPR may have a straight structure with an uni-
form diameter without the tapered structure at the front end
inner diameter portion if a rivet head shaft is a hollow struc-
ture.

[0145] The applicable plate materials are not limited as
long as they are affected by driving a SPR, is not limited to the
laminated plate materials made of CFRP, and includes plate
materials made of CFPR with short fibers, plate materials
made of fiber reinforced plastic such as GFRP, simple plastic
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plate materials, and metal thin plate materials. 1t also includes
the CFRP or GFRP onto which a metal thin plate is laminated.
[0146] The resin for the CFRP and GFRP is any one of
thermosetting resin or thermoplastic resin.

[0147] The laminated plates made of thermoplastic resin
prepreg are hard to cause separation between the layers com-
pared with the laminated plates made of thermosetting resin
prepreg. The laminated plates made of fabric prepreg are also
hard to cause separation between the layers.

[0148] On the other hand, the embodiments use the lami-
nated plates made of thermosetting resin unidirectional
prepreg and being easy to separation between the layers.
[0149] Therefore, the present invention is also applicable to
the laminated plates made of thermoplastic resin unidirec-
tional prepreg and the laminated plates made of fabric prepreg
without any difficulty.

[0150] When joining the laminated plates made of thermo-
plastic prepreg, the joining is performed after a SPR and
washers are heated so that a melt at a pierced portion due to
the SPR and the like is promoted, thereby stopping separation
between the layers.

1. A joining method of plate materials using a rivet com-
prising:

punching respective plate materials that are laid one on

another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other by a rivet shaft portion of a rivet that includes a
rivet head portion and the rivet shaft portion;

forming a crimp portion at a front end of the rivet shaft

portion; and

fastening and joining the plate materials between the rivet

head portion and the crimp portion; wherein

the plate materials are laminated plate materials made of

carbon fiber reinforced plastic,
flat plate seat members are laid on and brought into contact
with at least one of opposite surfaces relative to the
joining surfaces of the respective laminated plate mate-
rials, the seat member members each having an inner
hole through which the rivet shaft portion is allowed to
pass, the inner hole having an inner diameter equal to an
outer diameter of the rivet shaft portion and brought into
contact with a corresponding one of the opposite sur-
faces without a change of the inner diameter thereof.

the seat members are used as supporting jigs at the time of
the punching to apply a clamping force to the respective
laminated plate materials by the seat members including
edge sides of the inner holes being in contact with the
respective opposite surfaces,

the punching by means of the rivet shaft portion is per-

formed along the inner hole of the seat members while
applying the clamping force, and

the joining is performed so that the seat members are left

respectively between the rivet head portion and the
crimp portion and of the opposite surfaces.

2. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the seat mem-
bers each have an outer diameter portion larger than an outer
diameter of the rivet head portion, and

a pushing force of a holding jig is transferred to the outer

diameter portions of the seat members, thereby applying
the clamping force to the respective plate materials
through the seat members.

3. (canceled)

4. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the seat member
between the rivet head portion and the opposite surface or
between the crimp portion and the opposite surface has a
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chamfered portion at an edge of the inner hole on the rivet
head portion side or the crimp portion side to avoid a contact
with the rivet side, and has a corner portion at an edge of the
inner hole on the opposite surface side to apply the clamping
force up to the inner diameter of the inner hole.

5. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the rivet shaft
portion is a hollow shape with a front end inner diameter
portion that is expanded and opened in the form of a tapered
hole, and

the crimp portion is formed by crimping and guiding the
front end inner diameter portion of the rivet shaft portion
at the time of the punching.

6. The joining method of claim 1, wherein the rivet shaft

portion is a solid shape, and

the crimp portion is formed by press-crimping or spin-
crimping the rivet shaft portion.

7. (canceled)

8. A joining structure of plate materials that are joined
according to the joining method of claim 1 using a rivet
comprising:

plate materials laid one on another with joining surfaces
being in contact with each other;

flat plate seat members laid on and brought into contact
with respective opposite surfaces relative to the joining
surfaces of the respective laminated plate materials, the
seat members each having an inner hole;

a rivet including a rivet head portion and a rivet shaft
portion; wherein

the rivet shaft portion has a crimp portion at a front end
thereof punching and piercing the inner hole and the
respective laminated plate materials, and

the seat members are interposed respectively between the
crimp portion and the rivet head portion and the opposite
surfaces of the laminated plate materials to fasten and
join the respective plate materials.

9.-11. (canceled)

12. A joining method of plate materials using a rivet com-

prising:

punching respective plate materials that are laid one on
another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other by a rivet shaft portion of a rivet that includes a
rivet head portion and the rivet shaft portion;

forming a crimp portion at a front end of the rivet shaft
portion; and

fastening and joining the plate materials between the rivet
head portion and the crimp portion; wherein

one of the plate materials is a laminated plate material
made of carbon fiber reinforced plastic and the other of
the plate materials is a metal plate,

a flat plate seat member is laid on and brought into contact
with an opposite surface of the laminated plate material
relative to the joining surface thereof, the seat member
having an inner hole through which the rivet shaft por-
tion is allowed to pass, the inner hole having an inner
diameter equal to the change of the inner diameter
thereof,
the seat member is used as a supporting jig at the time of

the punching to apply a clamping force to the lami-
nated plate material by the seat member including an
edge side of the inner hole being in contact with the
opposite surface,

the punching by means of the rivet shaft portion is per-
formed along the inner hole of the seat member while
applying the clamping force, and



US 2013/0340239 Al

the joining is performed so that the seat member is left
between the rivet head portion or the crimp portion and
the opposite surface of the laminated plate material.

13. A joining method of plate materials using a rivet com-

prising:

punching respective plate materials that are laid one on
another with joining surfaces being in contact with each
other by a rivet shaft portion of a rivet that includes a
rivet head portion and the rivet shaft portion:

forming a crimp portion at a front end of the rivet shaft
portion; and

fastening and joining the plate materials between the rivet
head portion and the crimp portion; wherein

one of the plate materials that is on the rivet head portion
side is a laminated plate material made of carbon fiber
reinforced plastic and the other of the plate materials is
a metal plate,

aportion between a bottom surface of the rivet head portion
and a circumferential surface of the rivet shaft portion
has a right angle without a curve,

an opposite surface of the laminated plate material relative
to the joining surface thereof is brought into contact with
a lower mold having an inner hole through which the
rivet shaft portion is allowed to pass, the inner hole
having an inner diameter equal to the rivet shaft portion
and brought into contact with the opposite surface with-
out a change of the inner diameter thereof,

the metal plate is used as a supporting jig at the time of the
punching to apply a clamping force to the laminated
plate material between the metal plate and the lower
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mold by the lower mold including an edge side of the
inner hole being in contact with the opposite surface,
the punching by means of the rivet shaft portion is per-
formed along the inner hole of the lower mold from an
opposite surface of the metal plate relative to the joining
surface thereof while applying the clamping force, and

a seat member is fitted to the rivet shaft portion protruding
from the laminated plate material to form the crimp
portion.

14. A joining structure of plate materials that are joined
according to the joining method of claim 12 using a rivet,
comprising:

a laminated plate material made of carbon fiber reinforced
plastic and a metal plate laid one on another with joining
surfaces being in contact with each other;

a flat plate seat member laid on and brought into contact
with an opposite surface of the laminated plate material
relative to the joining surface thereof, the seat member
having an inner hole;

a rivet including a rivet head portion and a rivet shaft
portion; wherein

the rivet shaft portion has a crimp portion at a front end
thereof punching and piercing the inner hole of the seat
member, the laminated plate material, and the metal
plate, and

the seat member is interposed between the crimp portion or
the rivet head and the opposite surface of the laminated
plate material to fasten and join the laminated plate
material and metal plate,

15. (canceled)



